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Signal Operations
Operations 

•  Objectives: 
•  Reduce delay  

•  Vehicles  
•  Pedestrians 

•  Adapt quickly to changing traffic conditions 
•  Lower signal cycle lengths when possible 
•  Gain New Features 

 Operations 

   
 

 
Bellevue Way and NE 8th Street –  
Cycle Length before & after SCATS 

Old System –  
Always 140 sec cycle SCATS System – Continuously 

adjusting cycles 

Time  

Inefficient cycle time 
eliminated by SCATS 

Extra cycle time provided by 
SCATS when needed 
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Operations—SCATS Downtown
Operations – SCATS Downtown 

NE 8th St/Bellevue Way NE 8th St/112th Ave NE 

140 sec Cycle 

	  
400 veh/15 min 

400 veh/15 min 

140 sec cycle 140 sec cycle 

NE 8th St volume – higher 
on typical Tuesday 

NE 8th St/112th Ave NE – cycle length on  
typical Tuesday  

Typical Tuesday Snow Day Tuesday 

NE 8th St volume – much 
lower on snow day 

NE 8th St/112th Ave NE – cycles much 
lower on snow day  
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Operations—New Features

Operations – New Features  

•  Flashing Yellow Arrow (FYA) 
•  New left turn signal display 
•  Ability to change left turn rules based on conditions 

 


